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The Honorable Gordon H. Smith

United States Senator

One World Trade Center

121 Southwest Salmon Street, Suite 1250
Portland, OR. 97204

Dear Senator Smith:

[ am writing in follow-up to my initial reply to your December 6, 2004, letter regarding the
approval status of an automated flagger assistance device, First Call Flagger, manufactured by
First Call Flagging of Keizer, Oregon. I am pleased to report that the issue raised in your
constituent’s letter has been resolved.

Traffic control devices used on the Nation’s highways and streets must be in conformance with
the provisions of the Manual on Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), the national standard.
Automated flagger assistance devices such as the First Call Flagger are subject to
experimentation or interim approval in order to be used on any street or highway because there
are no specific provisions in the MUTCD to cover these types of devices.

On December 1, 2004, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued an Interim
Approval for the use of automated flagger assistance devices that utilize a remotely-controlled
alternating STOP/SLOW sign display to control traffic. These automated STOP/SLOW devices
had successfully gone through the experimentation process, and the FHWA did not identify any
operational or safety concerns. Interim approval for the use of automated flagger assistance
devices that utilize red and yellow signal lenses to control traffic, such as the First Call Flagger
and other similar devices, was deferred because the FHWA had identified operational and safety
concerns that needed to be resolved.

The FHWA has obtained further information regarding highway agencies’ experimentation
experiences with red/yellow lens automated flagger assistance devices. We have also discussed
these tvpes of devices with national transportation professionals having expertise in work zone
traffic controls. As a result, the FHWA has determined that experimentation with these types of
devices has been successful and that operational and safety concerns can be minimized by proper
deployment of auxiliary features, such as advance signing.

Therefore, today we have issued a revised Interim Approval for automated flagger assistance
devices that includes provisions for use of the red/yellow lens types of devices. A copy of this
revised Interim Approval is enclosed for your information. The document is being disseminated




to all States through FHWA’s division offices and it will be posted shortly on the MUTCD
website at hitp://muted.fhwa.dot.gov/res-interim_approvals.hitm.

It is important to note that any State or other highway agency wishing to use automated flagging
assistance devices under the Interim Approval must send a letter to FHWA requesting specific
permission for such use. The request must state the jurisdiction's agreement to comply with the
applicable requirements of Section 1A.10 of the MUTCD and to maintain an inventory list of
locations where the devices are used. The FHWA will approve such requests, but we retain the
right to terminate an Interim Approval at any time if an indication of safety concerns develops.

We anticipate that automated flagging assistance devices will be proposed for addition to the
MUTCD for the next edition, which is scheduled for issuance in 2008 following the formal
rulemaking process.

[ am pleased that this matter has been resolved. Your interest and that of your constituent in the
safety and operational efficiency of the Nation’s highways is sincerely appreciated.

Sincerely,

S
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